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FROM OUR PASTOR... 

Dear Friends, 

 

The month of September has different meanings for different people. For those 

who love the summer, September is that time “in-between” – it’s not quite 

summer but not quite fall. How many times have we had summer-like weather, 

including heat and humidity, in these days?  For students, September marks the 

return to school (and for their parents, it’s a relief!).  

 

September also marks some of the darkest days in our country’s history as we 

recall, each year, the Attacks on America on 9/11. We also recall the unity that 

we shared with each other as we mourned, prayed and healed. 

 

September is an anniversary for us! Our beautiful Church was dedicated on 

September 17, 1939 and has stood, for 83 years, as a beacon of faith, hope and 

love for all in Kearny and in the neighboring communities. 

 

September also marks a return, in some sense, to the regular rhythm of parish 

life. CCD classes begin again, RCIA classes are held for those who desire to 

become Catholic or to complete their initiation sacraments. Much of our parish 

activity is renewed and refreshed in this month. 

 

Our newsletter comes to you with the hope that the past few weeks of summer 

have given you time for some much needed rest and relaxation. In these pages, 

you will see what we have been up to and what we are planning. 

 

Near the end of September, the Church celebrates the feast day of Saint Pio of 

Pietrelcina, famously known as Padre Pio. Padre Pio was a living saint, a man 

who many found to exude the presence of Christ. A quote that is attributed to 

Saint Pio is good advice for us as we resume our lives after the summer break: 

“Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry!” Let’s take these words to heart. God is in con-

trol and we need to trust that he will lead us. Let us give ourselves to God as 

his children, growing in faith, living in hope and acting, always, with love. 

 

In Christ, 

Father Joe Mancini 
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Upcoming events 

September 12-13:  Relics of Padre Pio will be available for public veneration at 

the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark on Monday, September 12th. 

12:00 pm -6:30 pm and Tuesday, September 13th. 8:30 am-6:30 pm. A Mass will 

be celebrated on Tuesday, September 13th at 7:00 pm by His Eminence Cardinal 

Joseph Tobin, Archbishop of Newark. 

September 18th:  The Annual Parish Picnic, catered by Custodi Caterers, will 

take place on the church lawn from 2:00pm until Dark. Tickets are $5.00 and can 

be purchase at the Parish Office through September 11. Those attending are asked 

to bring a lawn chair.   

September 26, 2022:  CCD classes begin. Registration is now open, please regis-

ter as soon as possible. Forms are available at the Parish Office. All classes are 

held in Hedges Hall. Levels 1 and 2  (preparation for First Penance and First Holy 

Communion) take place on Monday afternoons from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.; Lev-

els 3 and 4 , on Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.; Levels 5 and 6, 

on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.; Levels 7 and 8 (preparation for 

Confirmation), on Sunday evenings from 5:30 p.m. to 6:45 p.m., followed by 

7:00pm Mass.  

September 20, 2022:  The RCIA process begins. Sessions are held Tuesdays at 

7:30pm in the St. Joseph’s Room in the Parish Office. Please contact the Parish 

Office for inquiry forms.    

October, 2022:  Parish Census Update. See Page 5 for more details. 

November 6, 2022:  Eucharistic Street Procession praying for our Country begins 

at 1:00pm. There will be Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at each stop along 

the way: Beginning at St Stephen’s Church (Kearny), proceeding to Queen of 

Peace (North Arlington), Holy Cross Cemetery (North Arlington), St Michael’s 

Church (Lyndhurst), and concluding at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 

(Lyndhurst). Participants can walk in the procession or drive between points. 

November 27:  The season of Advent Begins. 

 

 

OPERATING HOURS                     

FOR THE                                        

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office observes 

the following schedule: 

 

Mondays - Fridays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

The Parish Office will be 

closed: 

September 5 

November 24 and 25 

 

Please note : our office 

hours are subject to change 

without notice. 
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Liturgy Schedules effective September 25 

 

Masses: 

Saturday (Vigil Mass) 5:00pm;  

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am and 12:00noon; 1:30pm (Spanish); 7:00pm  

Monday through Friday 9:00am 

Wednesdays 7:00pm (Spanish) 

Saturday 8:30am  

First Friday 7:00 pm (Portuguese) 

 

 Confession:   Adoration: 

 Sunday 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am, and 6:30pm   Monday 5:30pm-7:00pm (except Labor Day) 

 Monday 6:00pm (except Labor Day)   First Friday 9:30am -10:30am 

 Saturday 4:15pm 

Visit our bulletin, website and Facebook page for all event updates.    



SEPTEMBER  

3 Gregory the Great  

5 Teresa of Calcutta  

8 Nativity of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary  

9 Peter Claver  

12 Most Holy Name of Mary 

13 John Chrysostom 

14  Exaltation of the Holy 

Cross  

15 Our Lady of Sorrows  

16 Cornelius and Cyprian 

17 Robert Bellarmine  

18 Joseph of Cupertino  

19 Januarius  

20 Andrew Kim Taegon, 

Paul Chong Hasang, and 

Companions  

21 Matthew  

23 Pio of Pietrelcina 

26 Cosmas and Damian 

27 Vincent dePaul  

28 Wenceslaus and          

Lorenzo Ruiz and      

Companions  

29 Michael, Gabriel, & 

Raphael  

30 Jerome  
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 SUMMER UPDATE  

 
 

On July 9, Fr. Luis led a pilgrimage of 35 

to the Shrine of Mother Cabrini. in NYC. 

Mother Cabrini, born in Italy , is the   

patron saint of immigrants. She founded 

many orphanages, including one here in 

Kearny.  

The Corpus Christi Procession took place on 

June 19. We gave witness to our belief in the  

Real Presence of Jesus in the Most Holy 

Eucharist. The procession began at the altar  

following the noon Mass and proceeded 

through the neighborhood streets. Many 

parishioners participated. 

For more photos on these and other events, visit the photo albums page on our website. 

On  May 31 we  held our Flag Retirement 

Ceremony, led by Scout Troop 305 . The  

flag, honoring US Army Sergeant William 

Grozio who served in World War II, was 

lowered and given to his family. Locals 

brought their tattered flags in need of 

proper retirement. Additionally, we be-

stowed two scholarship awards to youth  in 

our parish:  Landon Pinho and Mikalah 

Merizalde  (pictured) 

Family Movie Night was brought back. 

We had two showings. “Encanto” was 

featured on July 7 on the lawn under the 

stars. “Soul” was featured on July 21 in 

Hedges Hall, away from the heat and 

threat of thunderstorms. Young and old 

came to enjoy. The scouts served free 

popcorn to the viewers.  

Image source: www.eastpennsd.org/macungie/article/
family-movie-night/  



OCTOBER SAINTS 

1 Thérèse of Lisieux  

2 Guardian Angels  

4 Francis of Assisi 

5 Maria Faustina      

Kowalska &            

Francis Xavier Seelos 

6 Bruno  

7 Our Lady of the Rosary 

9 Denis and Companions  

11 John XXIII  

14 Callistus I 

15 Teresa of Avila  

16 Margaret Mary Ala-

coque  & Hedwig 

17 Ignatius of Antioch  

18 Luke  

19 Isaac Jogues, Jean de 

Brébeuf, & Compan-

ions  

20 Paul of the Cross 

22 John Paul II  

23 John of Capistrano 

24 Anthony Mary Claret  

28 Simon & Jude  

31 Wolfgang 

 

 ALL SAINTS DAY & ALL SOULS DAY 
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All Saint’s Day – November 1, 2022 -Holy Mass Schedule 

Monday (Vigil on 10/31): 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. (Spanish)  

 

All Souls Day – November 2, 2022 -Holy Mass Schedule 

7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

Annual Parish Mass of Remembrance: 7:00 p.m. 

At this Mass, we will remember, by name, those who were buried 

from our parish in the past year. 

 

The Church will be open all day on All Souls Day to pray for the 

Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

 

Remembrance Candles can be arranged through the Parish Office. 

What Does the Catholic Church Say About Cremation? 
 
Recent surveys indicate that more and more people who identify as Catholic are 

choosing cremation of the body after death rather than traditional full-body buri-

al. While this form of disposition of the human body is now approved by the 

Catholic Church, there are a few rules that the Church asks us to consider: 

 

 Cremated remains are the same human body but in a different form (ashes as 

opposed to bone, skin, etc.) and, as such, must be treated with proper respect 

and reverence. 

 

 Cremated remains may not be kept at home but rather, after the cremation, 

buried or entombed in a cemetery. 

 

 Cremated remains may not be scattered. 

 

 The cremation should, as much as possible, take place AFTER the funeral 

Mass has been offered in the Church. 

 

 If someone has been cremated before the funeral Mass has been offered, the 

cremated remains may be brought to Church for a funeral Mass but then 

must be buried or entombed immediately after the Mass. 

 

 Families who desire a funeral Mass for a deceased person who has already 

been cremated are asked to speak to one of the priests to discuss the final 

disposition of the remains.  

 

We understand that there is a lot of emotion at the time of death of a loved one. 

We respectfully ask relatives and friends, at the same time, to understand that the 

Church does not have rules to limit freedom but rather, to help us live in the free-

dom that God gives us as His children. Such rules are not meant to hurt but to 

help us keep our eyes fixed on our goal of heaven. 
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NOVEMBER SAINTS 

1 Solemnity of All Saints  

2 Commemoration of All the 

Faithful Departed  

3 Martin de Porres  

4 Charles Borromeo  

9 Dedication of the Lateran 

Basilica 

10 Leo the Great  

11 Martin of Tours  

12 Josaphat  

13 Frances Xavier Cabrini  

15 Albert the Great  

16 Margaret of Scotland &  

Gertrude  

17 Elizabeth of Hungary  

18 Dedication of the Basilicas 

of Peter and Paul 

20 Rose Philippine Duchesne  

21 Presentation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

22 Cecilia  

23 Miguel Agustín Pro  

24 Andrew Dung-Lac and 

Companions  

25 Catherine of Alexandria  

30 Andrew   

 

 

 

Church Repair Projects 
 

There has been quite a bit of work on our Church building over the past few 

months, particularly the summer when parish activities are taking a break. 

We wanted to provide you with some updates in  this newsletter 

 

The Church Roof 
As you can tell, work continues on the south side of the 

roof (Washington Avenue). Work begins at the upper-

most level and moves down closer to the ground. On the 

uppermost level, the new gutters have been installed and 

new flashing put in place. The slate tiles closest to this 

area are removed and inspected for damage with replace-

ment as necessary.   

 

A new snow fence will be installed shortly. This is the 

plate that will anchor the snow fence in place. The pur-

pose of a snow fence is to break up any large sheets of 

snow or ice that could slide off of the roof and do major 

damage to anything – or anyone – standing below. 

 

Hedges Hall 

Last September, Hedges Hall suffered damage from wa-

ter infiltration through the window wells and the kitchen. 

Our insurance company declared the floor a “loss” and 

covered the replacement of a new floor. This work was 

finished during August. The new floor is a light gray 

color and compliments the overall look of the Hall. 

Census Update Drive 
 

Our parish census is an important part of the administration of St Stephen’s: 

 

 The parish census gives us an accurate picture of who we serve which 

helps us to develop ministries and programs that are most beneficial to 

our parishioners. 

 Being counted in the parish census makes it easier for someone to be 

approved by the pastor as a sponsor for baptism and confirmation. An 

individual who maintains an updated census form with the parish office 

and attends Mass regularly is listed as “active” which makes it easier to 

determine one’s eligibility to be a sponsor. 

 An accurate census allows us to communicate our needs to the Archdio-

cese when it is necessary to determine how many priests and deacons a 

parish should be assigned. 

 

We are grateful to those families and individuals in the parish who have up-

dated their information recently. But we still have a long way to go! 

 

Over the course of five weekends (September 25, October 2, 9, 16 and 23) 

we will have volunteers available after all the Masses for our parishioners to 

check in with. The census volunteers will make sure that the family or indi-

vidual is counted in our census and if they have the most recent information 

on file. Census forms will be available to take home and fill out.  

 

Again, we cannot stress the importance of being counted in the parish census. 

We are asking the cooperation of every family to be sure to complete this 

information. Thank you in advance for your assistance! 

 PARISH UPDATES 
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Describe your experience of “being called” to 

the Priesthood.  

 

I first got the call when I was 13. I was in Mass 

listening to my pastor preach the homily and I 

thought “I want to speak like that!” How he pro-

claimed the Word made me think about Priest-

hood. How he explained the Scriptures and talked 

about God inspired me. I did not say anything to 

anyone at that time but it stayed in my mind. I had 

ideas for university and a career. But I kept having 

thoughts about Priesthood, but would think this 

wasn’t for me. I resisted for many years. 

 

I attended the Youth Mass with my friends on 

Sundays at 7pm and we went to eat pizza after-

wards. I was in the youth group called “The Le-

gion of Mary.” We were invited into homes to 

pray with families. It was through this that I dis-

covered religion. When I was about 19-20 years 

old, I participated in our youth group’s retreat. A 

Sister from the Franciscan Order came to give a 

talk. She sought me out. She told me that when she 

was praying in preparation for the retreat she knew 

she had to talk to someone there, I was that some-

one. She told me not to be afraid to give my YES 

to the Lord and said “prepare yourself because 

your life will be changed.” This was my confirma-

tion that the Lord is calling me. I was still afraid to 

tell my family and friends.  

 

I was adopted as an infant and was baptized. My 

family, however, was not active in Church. When  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was 22 years old I went through RCIA to receive 

First Communion and Confirmation. It was while I 

was going through RCIA that I thought more and 

more about Priesthood. 

 

It was about this time that I met with my pastor to 

discuss a crisis I was having. I brought up to him 

the feelings I was having about being a priest. This 

was the first time I mentioned it to anyone. He 

suggested I attend meetings at the Seminary. I 

went to the meetings once a month for one year. 

These meetings were for entering seminarians, but 

I was only there for interest. I received a letter ac-

cepting me to the Seminary! It was a surprise as I 

had not formally applied. When I received the ac-

ceptance letter, I was still full of doubt - it is not 

my time yet, it is not for me, I still have the career 

path in my mind. 

 

When I received another letter, I then talked to my 

parents about it. It was not easy for them to accept. 

They had a lot of questions: How will you man-

age, you do not know the language, and all that. 

They were full of doubt. They thought I only 

wanted to come to the USA for new opportunities 

and to find a job and a girlfriend. God had other 

plans for me. I wanted to risk and see what that 

was. It was not until I came home for a vacation 

after two years in NJ that my parents began to be-

lieve that I wanted to be a priest. 

 

It was not easy to give my yes to the Lord. He 

gave me the Graces I needed along the way. It was 

not my plans but God’s plans. I had to say YES to 

the call. Then YES to go into the Seminary. While 

I was in the seminary, I still had many doubts, and 

I had to keep saying YES each day. Each year I 

was asked to recommit and say YES again, then 

YES to be ordained and then YES for life. And I 

said “Yes, by the Grace of God”. 

 
(continued on next page) 

 

Fr Luis in Spotlight 

Fr Luis, a native of Brazil, was ordained in 2021. St Stephen’s is his first assignment as a priest. This 

article was inspired by the questions students asked of him during his 2021 visit to the Level 7 CCD 

Class.  
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What were the steps you had to take to become a 

priest once you decided to be one? 

 

In September of 2006 I entered the Seminary with 

the Neo-Catechumenal Way. I spent two years in 

preparation and Discernment. I also applied for my 

U.S. Visa. They were sending me to Newark, NJ. I 

had many thoughts I needed to deal with: I am cra-

zy. I will lose my job and time worked. I will have 

no job and no money. It is not guaranteed that I will 

become a priest. I didn’t know any English – I did-

n’t pay attention when they taught me in school. I 

was going to another country with zero. 

 

While I was strengthening my faith, something in 

my parents changed. They had been married in a 

civil wedding service. One day they told me they 

wanted to be married in the church. A miracle! 

They had not been to church for many years. They 

went to confession and began receiving communion 

again. I attended my parents’ church wedding on 

November 27, 2008 and on November 28 I left to 

NJ for the Seminary. This was a sign from God. 

This was evidence The Lord is already working on 

my family. 

 

I was in the Seminary in Formation for 12-13 years. 

This may seem like a long time, but it was just right 

for me. I needed to ask for help. I never asked for 

help before – I paid for university, did my own 

studies – and now I had to ask for help, it was diffi-

cult. It took a long time because I did not know any 

English. I even had to learn to drive. I received so 

many signs over those years. During that time I had 

to discover first vocation as a Christian. Discerning 

my friends – good ones from bad ones. How to be a 

man. Preparing for celibacy forever. There were 

many dreams I had in the past, now I do not want 

them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I then went to live as a seminarian for two years in 

a rectory in Waterbury, CT. The parish had many 

priests. There I continued to receive confirmations 

from God He was calling me. The final step is to be 

discerned by the people; it was in the hands of 

God’s people to approve me.  

 

One of the most important things I did during For-

mation was to find my natural mother and reconcile 

with her. It was an important personal lesson to 

learn so I could be a priest to minister to others 

regarding forgiveness. I was told I must do this. 

When I was 28 years old, I went back to Brazil to 

find her. We had a name but no other information. 

We got a list of 40 women with that name. I had a 

couple, along with some other friends, helping me. 

The couple found her among the first names they 

checked. To me, this was another sign from God, 

another miracle! Wow, explosive! I was reminded 

by the Scriptures that tell me: “Since the womb of 

your mother I have chosen you.” [Jerimiah 1:5 and 

Galatians 1:15] 

 

What do 

you like best 

about being 

a priest? 

 

My favorite 

part about 

being a 

priest is doing the Sacraments, especially confes-

sion. It is not on my own but that God has forgiven 

and forgives others. Not through my graces but 

through the Grace of God. Through my anointment 

to a priest, he works through me. I say to Him, I am 

not worthy but I have been called to your ministry. 

He administers His ministry through me.  

 

What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 

I like to go jogging, running, biking, and going to 

parks. I also like to read, and will sometimes take a 

book to the park. I enjoy cooking too. Sometimes 

Fr. Joe and I will cook together. 

Fr Luis in Spotlight (continued) 
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SAINT STEPHEN’S  
PARISH 

 
Established in 1904 to meet the 

spiritual needs of Catholics in the 

Arlington section of Kearny, Saint 

Stephen’s has been home to genera-

tions of the faithful. 

Our beautiful church, dedicated in 

1939, has served as a focal point in 

the Town of Kearny. Our worship of 

God each week is equal to none and 

the current parishioners strive to 

practice good Christian virtues in 

every aspect of daily life. 

We have inherited a great treasure of 

faith from our ancestors. May we  

wisely use the gifts and talents that 

God has given us in order to build 

the Kingdom here on earth! 

May our patron, Saint Stephen, 

guide and direct us on our journey 

with the Lord. 

 

 

This Newsletter is being emailed to our 

parishioners who have provided an email 

address through the parish census. 

 

The Church of Saint Stephen 

Archdiocesan Sanctuary of the Four 

Chaplains 

141 Washington Avenue 

Kearny, NJ 07032 

 

201-998-3314 

201-998-4924 (Fax) 

 

www.ststephenkearny.com 

thechurchofsaintstephen@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 

Saint Stephen’s Roman Catholic Church 

Fall Bazaar 
Saturday, October 29, 2022 

Flea Market 

4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Hedges Hall 
 

Haunted Walk 

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Hedges Hall 
 

Trunk or Treat 

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Parking Lot 
 

We are looking for participants to host their vehicle for the Trunk or Treat. Please email 
Kearnycubscouts@gmail.com if interested! 

Visit kearnyscouts.com for information 

 

All Ages Welcome!   

Visit our website by scanning this QR code with your smartphone. 

www.ststephenkearny.com 
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